Mechanisms of acute pain: an update.
Dentists are faced with human suffering generated by dental diseases and treatments on a daily basis. This exposure to suffering has resulted in the dental practitioner's constant pursuit of more efficacious ways to decrease their patient's acute pain experience. Expertise in the administration of local anesthetics and the use of nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation sedation were born from this pursuit. Advances in the management of acute pain will follow an improved understanding of the physiology of acute pain, the physiology of the immune system and their interaction. Indeed, their interaction has become a productive area of investigation. This article reports on promising new developments in acute pain research. Our current understanding offers a few new recommendations and a vision of a less painful experience associated with dental diseases and their treatments.